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Current Trends 


FNMA is now buying conventional apartment mortgages because fewer and fewer 
Americans can afford a new single-family home... according to Robert Bennett. . . executive 
vice president of FNMA. “Acute regional shortages of rental units can be expected by late 
1977 because of rising demand and falling vacancies,” he said. It will be a gradual process for 
FNMA. The new program was initiated in order to permit FNMA to be ready for the 
turnaround in apartment construction. Because 70 percent of the American people cannot 
now buy a single-family home... they will be looking for apartments to rent... Mr. Bennett 
was quoted as telling a group of financial analysts. ..and the demand for apartments should 
rise substantially. 


* 


1975 Death Rate Lowest in Nation’s History 


A recent Census Bureau report could have far-reaching importance to local planners 
and demographers. The U.S. death rate reached its lowest point in history last 
year. .. dipping to 8.9 deaths per 1,000 population. 


The report notes that “although the total number of deaths increased gradually 
between the mid-1950’s and the early 1970’s...the number of deaths during 
1975. ..1,911,000. . . was lower than it had been since 1967.” 


The actual number of deaths has been going up in recent years while the death rate 
has ranged between 9.1 per 1,000 of population in 1974 and 9.7 in 1968. The increase in 
the number of deaths reflects both the increasing population and the growing proportion of 
the population at older ages. 


But, the report says, this general upward trend in the number of deaths “‘was offset 
in 1974 primarily by a continuing decline in deaths due to diseases of the heart, 
cerebrovascular diseases, and accidents.’ Highway and traffic accident deaths, for example, 
have dropped 17.1 percent from 55,069 in 1973 to 45,674 in 1975. 


As previously reported by the Census Bureau, the birth rate also reached its lowest 
point in history during 1975, reaching 14.7 births per 1,000 population. The total fertility 
rate (the number of births that 1,000 women would have in their lifetimes if, at each year of 
age, they experienced the birth rates occurring in that calendar year) was estimated at 1,800 
in 1975 compared with 2,480 in 1970 and 3,760 in 1957—the record high year. Birth and 
death statistics used in the report are from the National Center for Health Statistics of the 
Department of Health, Education and Welfare. 


Copies of the report, Estimates of the Population of the United States and 
Components of Change: 1975 (With annual data from 1930), Series P-25, No. 632, are 
available for 55 cents from the Superintendent of Documents, Washington, D.C. 20402. 





1976-77 CITY SPIRIT Announced 


In 1974 the National Endowment for the Arts launched CITY SPIRIT. ..a national 
program to support planning for a variety of cultural efforts of communities across the 
country. Primarily a grants program...C/TY SPIRIT also offered the services of trained 
individuals (facilitators) to assist and guide community discussions about C/TY SPIRIT 
during the pre-application stage. 


After an extended review of the experiences gained through the C/TY SPIRIT 
program in 1975...the Endowment announced there will be another CITY SPIRIT for 1976 
and 1977. The concept of the program has remained basically the same as the original C/TY 
SPIRIT program. However, the primary thrust of the new program is now the offering of 
facilitator assistance. . . with modest grant funds being offered in certain exceptional cases. 


The program seeks to broaden the role of the arts in the everyday life of a 
neighborhood, town, city, country, region, or State. Through C/TY SPIRIT... the Endow- 
ment will assist communities in determining for themselves the ways in which the arts can 
become a more important element in the community. 


The program is based on the idea that the organized interaction of a community’s 
diverse interests is a constructive process which can result in new and exciting visions of the 
community’s cultural environment. Thus. ..the C/TY SPIRIT Program seeks to stimulate and 
encourage many community interests to come together and explore the ways in which the 
arts can become an integral part of community life. 


Community interests might include: 


artists, cultural institutions, and arts agencies 


business 
labor 
local government 


civic organizations 

religious groups 

neighborhood organizations 
educational institutions 

the media 

other interested individuals or groups. 


Further information concerning funding limits, application procedures, review criteria, 
deadlines, etc., will be provided to the community at the time of the invitation to apply for 
funding. Address: C/TY SPIRIT, National Endowment for the Arts, Washington, D.C. 20506. 


“" 
New York Has Highest Taxes 


The Citizens Public Expenditure Survey of New York State... a nonprofit taxpayer 
research group. .. issued a report on comparative tax loads for the 50 States. In 1975... New 
York State had the highest tax burden in the country... with an average $1.008.79 per 
capita. California had the second highest. . . $889.71... followed by Alaska at $880.40. The 
New York increase in the 1973-4 period was $56.50 per capita. 


Three States had the unusual experience of seeing their per capita tax burden reduced 
in the fiscal period of 1974-5. These were Connecticut ($687.92), Florida ($512.89), and 
Michigan ($656.55). The national per capita average of all the States for 1975 was $665.60. 





HUD Solar Energy Publications 


Solar energy project designs and concepts are described in two publications issued by 
HUD’s Office of Policy Development and Research. 


Solar Heating and Cooling Demonstration Program: A Descriptive Summary of HUD 
Solar Residential Demonstrations Cycle 1, is a catalogue of the first 55 solar systems being 
used in HUD’s residential solar energy experiment. 


Solar Dwelling Design Concepts gives a brief history of solar energy experiments and 
lists existing solar dwellings and systems and contains sample illustrations of solar dwellings 
and site design concepts. 


Both documents, done under contract with the American Institute of Architects, can 
be purchased fiom the Superintendent of Documents, Washington, D.C. 20402. Ordering 
information: Solar Heating and Cooling Demonstration Program, GPO-~- Stock No. 
023-000-00338-4, $1.15; Solar Dwelling Design Concepts, GPO Stock No. 023-000-00334-1, 
$2.30. 

* 
Spanish Persons Live Mostly in Southwest 


Of the 11.2 million Spanish-origin persons in the United States in 1975... 6.4 million 
resided in Arizona, California, Colorado, New Mexico, and Texas and 85 percent of these 
were of Mexican origin. . . according to a Census Bureau report. 


There were 3.2 million persons of Spanish origin living in California. .. 15 percent of 
the State’s total population...based on a nationwide March 1975 survey. In Texas 
... Spanish-origin persons totaled 2.3 million or 19 percent of the State population... and 
about 1 million lived in Arizona, Colorado, and New Mexico combined. The report also 
shows that about 1.5 million persons of Spanish origin were located in New York State. 


Occupational characteristics of employed persons of Spanish origin differed widely 
from that of the overall employed population, the report says. For instance, 16 percent of 
the nationwide civilian labor force population were employed as professional and technical 
workers. . . while only 9 percent of the Spanish origin population were in that group. 


Most of the 2.5 million Spanish origin families in the United States live in 
metropolitan areas, with only about 1 of every 6 families living in a nonmetropolitan area. 
About half of all Spanish origin families lived in the central city of a metropolitan area, 
compared to only | of every 4 families for the United States as a whole... the survey 
indicates. 


Other survey findings were released earlier in an advance version of the report: 


Of 11.2 million persons of Spanish origin in the United States. .. 6.7 million were 
of Mexican origin...1.7 million of Puerto Rican origin. ..740,000 of Cuban origin 
... 670,000 of Central or South American origin. ..and about 1.4 million of other Spanish 
origin. 


e@ Younger persons of Spanish origin have achieved more education than their elders. 


@ Median income in 1974 for families with a head of Spanish origin was $9,600. 


e The population of Spanish origin is young...the median age being 
20.7... compared with the national median age of 28.6. 


Copies of the report, Persons of Spanish Origin in the United States: March 1975, 
P-20, No. 290, are available for $1.50 from the Superintendent of Documents, Washington, 
D.C. 20402. 





65-And-Over, Population Increase Continues 


The number of Americans 65-and-over increased from 20 million in April, 1970 to 
almost 22 million in July, 1974. This 9 percent increase in 4 years continues the long-term 
trend from 1900 to 1974...when this age group increased from 3 million to its present 22 
million. . . according to the Census Bureau. 


In the 65 and over age group...there were about 72 males to every 100 females in 
1970. However in 1974... this figure dropped to less than 70 males to every 100 females. 
The female population grew by almost 11 percent, while the male population grew by just 
over 7 percent. In the year 1900, the population 65 and over was estimated to be 3 million, 
rose to 5 million in 1920, to 9 million in 1940, and to about 17 million in 1960. 


On the other end of the age spectrum...the number of pre-school age children 
(under 5) dropped by 5 percent between 1970 and 1974, continuing the 1960-70 trend when 
“under 5’s” decreased by more than 3 million, or over 15 percent. The decline in fertility 
rates and annual births since 1961 also had an enormous impact on the elementary school 
age population in the last four years. 


The greatest increase in U.S. population encompassed young adults in the 25 to 34 
age group which grew by 4.6 million, or over 18 percent between 1970 and 1974. This rapid 
increase occurred as the popluation born during the post World Was II “baby boom” 
replaced the smaller numbers of persons born during the late 1930’s. 


Between April 1, 1970 and July 1, 1974, the total population of the United States, 
including Armed Forces overseas, increased by 7.6 million, or 3.7 percent from 204.3 million 
to 211.9 million. The average annual increase during the period was less than | percent as 
fertility rates fell to their lowest level in American history. 


Copies of the report, Estimates of the Population of the United States by Age, Sex, 
and Race: July 1, 1974 and April 1, 1970, P-25, No. 529, are available for 30 cents each 
from the Superintendent of Documents, Washington, D.C. 20402. 
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